
Creative Writing Syllabus

Teacher: Ms. Steely

Room: L306

E-mail: osteely@ucityschools.org

Office Hours: as needed

COURSE DESCRIPTION

It is through writing that life becomes more meaningful. Writing can clarify, heal, excite,

encourage, remind, inspire, and make the world a better place. This course will center rich,

powerful texts from varied genres as mentor texts and will be a beginning for students to

become authors, poets, free-lance writers, story tellers, script-writers, non-fiction writers, blog

writers, and more. In this course, students will receive a variety of assignments to explore

writing genres and will be introduced to fun and engaging aspects of writing. Students will be

encouraged to try new techniques to develop a personal style of writing with emphasis placed

on discussion, re-visioning work, class critiques and experimentation. Creative Writing is a

semester-long English elective that requires writing in multiple literary forms and is a

combination of writing and reading activities to encourage students to become immersed in the

creative writing world. Through this course, students draw inspiration from their favorite music,

poetry, movies, artwork, and fiction in order to create their own creative writing pieces to

develop and utilize creative thinking skills. By using an assortment of resources, media and

print, students will employ their own personal connection with a piece in order to become

acquainted with the steps of the writing process, different genres, and the individual styles of

authors and poets. The students will also be engaging in writing workshops, peer editing and

utilizing revision skills.

COMMUNICATION

If for any reason you need to get a message to me or have any questions, please feel free to

contact me at osteely@ucityschools.org. I will get back to you as soon as possible.

MY PHILOSOPHY

I believe that this class is a community of learners. We respect each other and our thoughts.

Each of us is unique and can contribute to the class. I am here to support and guide students to

growth and success, using the content in this course as a foundation to explore our lives and the

world to build skills needed to function well in our current society and achieve our personal

aspirations.

mailto:osteely@ucityschools.org


CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

● Everyone, including the teacher, is held to high expectations.

● Be respectful, kind, & tidy.

● Be quiet and listen when the teacher or another classmate is speaking.

● Remain open and willing to listen and learn.

● Differences and discussion is highly valued in this class. Harmful, threatening, or

disrespectful speech will NOT be tolerated.

● Open, honest, and specific feedback will be consistently provided from the teacher in

order to meet student and class goals.

● Expectations and assignments will be clearly defined in advance.

COURSE TARGETS

This unit fulfills the standards outlined in the Common Core Curriculum

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to…
● Understand the basic elements of creative writing, such as plot, setting, characterization,

and dialogue

● Utilize the basic elements of creative writing in their own creative pieces

● Successfully critique and analyze different genres, according to their own personal

interpretations

● Utilize their own personal experiences and world at large in correlation with the

mechanics of writing

● Utilize style, personal editing, peer editing, and revision to develop a series of creative

writing pieces

Oral Language…
● Participate in and report on small-group learning activities

● Present sample writing pieces individually and in small groups

● Present appropriate school and audience material

Reading Analysis…
● Read, comprehend, and critique literary works

● Identify universal truths, structure similarities and connect prior knowledge of work by

creating/changing new ending, scene, or dialogue to original work

● Manipulate writing by changing voice, therefore creating new ending, rhyme, theme,

and/or structure

Writing…
● Apply a writing process in composing text

● Use pre-writing techniques to formulate ideas

● Create multiple drafts and revisions for final portfolio

● The student will compose well-developed text



● The student will write effectively in various forms and types of writing

● The student will critique professional and peer writing

● Use writing to interpret, analyze, and evaluate ideas

TEXTBOOK

The course textbook is Imaginative Writing: The Elements of Craft, 4th edition by Janet

Burroway (2015) and The Practice of Creative Writing: A Guide for Students, 4th edition by

Heather Sellers (2020). The textbook will be provided for students to use in class. Copies will

and can be made as needed.

MATERIALS

To help you succeed in class, you will need the following materials each day: a writing utensil,

writer’s notebook, your creativity, and your brain! A writer’s notebook will be provided as

needed. Canvas is used for all class materials and assignments and can be accessed using

ClassLink and your U. City login information.

GRADING PROCEDURES

● Grades consist of formative and summative assessments. Formative assessments are

worth 30% of your final grade, and summative assessments are worth 70% of your final

grade. Formative assessments are assessments for learning and guide the teacher and

students by measuring progress towards a learning target. While summative

assessments are assessments of learning and measure mastery of learning targets.

● Grades will be updated on Canvas and SIS by the end of each week for students/parents

to track progress.

● Assignments will be checked regularly to make sure students understand the content

and are completing each assignment. Students are expected to be accountable for their

own grades. That means students are responsible for completing and submitting work

on time, as well as checking Canvas for grades and due dates.

● If you are unable to do an assignment due to extreme circumstances, please talk to me

before the due date of the assignment. Students are responsible for making up any work

that is missed.

ASSIGNMENTS

● Formative assessments are as follows:

○ Writer’s Notebook: Students will be assigned daily writing prompts that will be

kept in this journal. This assignment will be completed daily within the first 15

minutes of class.

○ Participation: Students are expected to participate in class, group, and peer



discussions.  Students are also expected to participate in sharing opportunities,

which require proper audience etiquette and respect.

○ Close Readings: Students will have multiple opportunities to read and analyze a

variety of creative writings. Students will annotate readings and then reflect on

the analysis in a variety of ways.

○ Class Activities: There will be a variety of smaller, low stakes activities that will

occur during each class, such as vocabulary work and practice activities, that

focus around the week’s writing objectives. Other activities might include

pre-writing, outlining, and editing/revising work.

○ Self-Reflection: Part of the writing process is reflecting on decisions one made

when writing. This is a low stakes opportunity for students to learn from

themselves and the class.

● Summative assessments are as follows:

○ Critical Analyses: During each unit, students will study a piece of writing and

formulate a critical analysis requiring students to cite and explain textual

evidence. This assignment is critical in the process of learning how to write in

that genre independently. Each analysis is worth 40 summative points.

○ Independent Writing: Students will spend much of their time formulating,

writing, and revising their own creative pieces in three genres: creative

nonfiction, fiction, and poetry. Each piece will include a rough draft (20 points), a

revision sheet (20 points), and a final draft (60 points) for 100 total points. The

poetry unit will consist of multiple poems in the form of a chapbook.

○ Portfolio: At the end of the semester, students will compile their writings into a

portfolio consisting of 6 total pieces.  This will include their creative nonfiction

piece, their fiction story, and 3 chosen poems. The sixth piece will be a new

creation from the student of their choosing. Students will submit this portfolio

along with a scoring rubric they will use to evaluate their own performance. This

assignment is worth 100 points.

TARDIES & ABSENCES

School policy is strictly followed in the case of tardies and absences. It is an expectation for

students to report on time to class each day. If you anticipate that you will be tardy or absent,

please email Ms. Steely.

HALL PASSES

Hall passes will only be given for emergency purposes only as well as at the teacher’s discretion.

Students will need to make good use of their hallway and break periods. Only one student will

be allowed outside of the classroom at a time. If a student leaves without permission, that will



be counted as tardy.

SEATING

Seating arrangement is at the teacher’s discretion. If classroom expectations are followed,

students will be able to choose seating.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. School policy will be strictly followed for any

violations.

FOOD/BEVERAGE

With the exception of water, food and drink are not allowed in the classroom unless there is

enough for everyone in the class.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Per school policy, cell phones are to be placed in the district-ordered phone lockers on the wall

at the beginning of class and picked up at the end of class.  Cell phone usage is not allowed

during instructional time and is strictly enforced by teachers and administration. The phone is

not allowed to be on the student’s person, as it is a distraction regardless. If a phone is not

placed into the phone locker at the beginning of class, a warning will first be given. If a student

refuses to place the phone into the locker after a warning or continually disregards the policy, a

referral will be given. This policy should be enforced building-wide.


